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THANKSGIVING SERMO# 


PSALM CIII. 2. 1 
BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL, AND FOk 
NOT ALL #18 BENEFITS. 


THE chief rcason why we alla 


little interested, and are 80 unworthy in the per- 


formance of religious duty is—that we are inconsid- 
erate, We pray, for instance, and are ofien/aston- 
ished at the levity of the mind, while addteſsing 
the First Being in the universe ; at the languoy and 
coldness of the heart, while oftering 1ncense wo the 
Father of mercies. But this levity and langyar are 
nothing srange, while we abruptly repair t0 
closcts, and there hurry through the form of 4 


tion, taking no pains to prepare the soul for its $ol- 
cmn and sublime service. If we kneel, with a 
world about us; if our worldly thoughts, our M 


ly employments, our worldly pleasures; if on 
Social conversation $till engages the mind tang 


CA] 
ceremony and hypocritical compliment ? To shun 
this guilty rashness, we should prepare the soul by 
Serious consideration, If we first meditate upon the 
Divine Being, © hs dread will fall upon us, and has 
excellency wil! make us afraid.” | 

As the duty of prayer, whether secret or social, 50 
the duties of pious gratitude and thanksgiving require 
consideration to engage in them the mind and heart. 
The matter of these duties is various, as the benefits, 
which we have received; these therefore must be 
recollected. And there is a long tract of time, 
from which we should revive them to the mind. 
Proportionably to the number of them, which we 
recal, and the liveliness of the impreſsion they make, 
will be the fervor of our gratitude and thanksgiving. 
When indeed we have done the best, and memory 
can revive no more, precious mercies innumerable 
will remain forgotten. Unknown, therefore, and im- 
mense is the debt of gratitude, which we owe to 
God. 

Trsz grateſul Psalmist, in the text and context, 
gives us a worthy example, He summons his soul 
to the work of gratitude to God ; he bids it not © for- 
get ALL tus benefits ;” and then in a lively colloquy 
with it, rehearses those, which were of a signal 
value, both personal and social, both ancient and 
recent, And 1I think we cannot better employ 
our time on this day, by the piety of our Rulers 
devoted to thanksgiving, than by following Da« 
vid, 


Me oft; 
SA 


vid, and rehearsing s0me of the countless 
which. claim our grateful acknowledgment.: 
expreſsion of the Psalmist is observable—* 
not ALt his benefits ;” it insinuates our sad | 
3tty to forget; and at the same time the zmpoj 
of remembering all. So various are they in. 
80 many in number, and $0 MA: in tzme, that they 
& cannot be 5et in order before us.” I can be xpect- 
ed, therefore, only to name some general heads i in a 
cursory manner, upon which I hope you will dwell 
minutely in your private meditations, with the \most 
fervent gratitude. | 46 


Wuar ball be said may be ranged in two & 
1/t, SHALL be mentioned the common be 
which relate to our happy existence in time q 
ternity. And 4 þ 
2dly, TuosE particular benefits, which chal] OCs 
cur from a review of the past year. q 


I. Ler us glance at those common penefis hich 
relate to our happy exixence in time and in eternity. | 
By memory we can retrace a series of me 


from this morning to our birth into exiſtence. 
Through this whole course, there is no cha. z no 
moment unblefsed ; no event ;irrecoociitendl | with 
the tenderest care of us in God, and the «Yew 
thoughts for our. happiness. - There was al time, 


when we were uot ; O what a sweet mercy did! 


confer, in giving us being'? Most highly we. 
the benefit of existence, , however scldom ve/ibink 
| 


f 8.7 


of God, as its Author, Let us run our thoughts 


back s0 far, and how gloomy appears the time, which 
was before we had a conscious being ? and, with 
with what horror, should we anticipate the time, 
when we must lose it ? when, were we not better 
. taught, we must expect to return to the land of ey- 
erlasting forgetfulness. By the earnest zeal, with 
which we preserve, and the fond affection, with 
which we cherish existence, justly may we judge, 
how prectous is the boon, and how good 18 the Giver 
of 1t.—This is a benefit, which, we perceive, the 
meanest sensible creature preserves with as much 
80licitude, as we. Yet it 1s a benefit greater to vs 
than to kim, by how much more noble are our facul. 
tics, and enlarged 1s our capacity of happiness, than 
are his; which leads us to another view of divine 
goodness to us. 

How came we by these forms, erect, sprightly, 
convenient, the faires: among the works of God be- 
low? Why was not our substance moulded into the 
meaner and truckling form of some of the creatures 
$ubjected to our convenience and dominion ? We 
have not made ourselves; the workmanship is to00 
exquisite for human skill., The statuary and paint- 
er give conrse copies of the original. This fair pres- 


ent is one of the bene/its of God to us. July says 


devout David, © [ will praise THE, for 1 am fear 


fully and wonderfully made,” * 
BuT 


* Psalm cxxx1s. 14. 


9-3 
Bur again ; | | 
Waro gave us the fazrer spirit within ; 7 aligen, 
rational, affectionate, religious, 1MMORTAL This 
good gift came down from the” Father of lights But 
in its present $ate perhaps we cannot estimate its 071g- 
inal value. * The gold is become "dim ; the most fine 
gold 1s changed.”* : lf 


Taovcn I would not here enter into a deccrip. 
tion of the human apostasy, it may be not foreign 
Just.to observe in the words of holy scripture z © The 
whole head ts now $1ck ;"T that 1s, the powers of the 
understanding are weakened ; the judgment! 1s em- 
barraſsed ; the perception of the mind is dim'; its 
vigor and glory are prostrated from their original 
State. As the vigor of the body falls before ſome 
powerful malady ; $0, in figurative language, appli- 
ed to the soul, © The whole head 15 $ick.” And also, 
& The whole heart is faint ;"* that is, the will and 
affections are equally disordered with the| under- 
Standing. —Now, therefore, we behold ourselves 1n 
ruins ; yet beautiful in ruins, beyond comparison 
with the other creatures about us. Of what man 
once was, strong traces yet remain. Our faculties, 
though debased, are not destroyed ; the light of our 
minds, though clouded, is not extinguished; judg- 
ment and conscience, though subject to a false bias, 
thovgh somenmes given up to ﬆ#rong deluston, that 
they Should believe a lie,” usvually point us to what is 

B good ; 


* Lamentations, iv 1. + Isaiah, i, 5, {Tdem, 5 IL. Therzalonians, ii: 11, 


CEO WT Og OR RIO heat ads 


[vo 1 
ood ; directed by revelation, always do. And eveti 
the will and affections, though tending with an impa- - 
tient and dangerous propensity to sensual objects, 
may be restrained ; and, under the forming influ- 
ence and guardian care of the holy sex1k1T, may dts- 
cern and pursue 5piritual things in a Spiritual man- ” 


ner. 

Uyoy the whole ; man is miserably fallen from his 
original ; but yet retains marks of distinction, which 
raise him above the beasts, that perish. Milton's de- 
scription of the Prince of the apostate angels is not 
wholly inapplicable to fallen man, compared with 


the creatures around him. 
Hex above the rest, - 


In shape and gesture proudly eminent, 
Stood, like a tower ; his form had not yet lost 
All her original brightneſs, nor appear'd 
Less, than Archangel ruin'd, and th' excess 
Of glory obscur'd.* 


1 xave mentioned the fall of man and the conse- 
quent depravation of his powers and affections to in- 
troduce the greatest benefit, the most astonishing 


mercy of God to man; and this is the dispensation 
of grace, revealed in the bible. 

Wuen we consider the gospel, what GRacz and 
w1sDOM does it display ? We are guilty ; this pro- 
vides an atonement. The image of God, impreſsed 


upon the 80u], we have defaced by the pollution of 
81n 3 


* Paradize Lost, I, 53g, 


| | 


[| 36: 4 | 
sin; the finger of the goſpel points us to a divine 
fountain, not of water, but of BLOOD, in which we 
may wash and regain It. 

By t the gospel we are to prize, not only because 
it reveals an atonement ; it reveals also a perfect More. 
al 5ystem for the formation of the heart and the dis. 
rection of human conduct. Its precepts have a di- 
vine s1mplicity ; they are felt and comprehend, ea 
the humblest understanding. Some of them, e T7 
ed in words $so few, that the feeblest memory | 


retain them, are yet 80 comprehensive, as to 
complete directory in every paſsage of life. A 


MERCIFUL tOmen, © Whatsoever ye would, t 
Should do to you, ao ye even 50 to them.”® 

AND this moral system is not merely Speculative ; p- 
it is guarded\with cternal sanctions. The awfu] veil 
of eternity 1s drawn, and c1iys and DEATH are: 5et 
before us. We look forward and behold the dead 
rising, the books opened, and final gentence paſzed 
upon all men © according to their deeds.” T .They 
are these doctrines, which Chriſt taught, that give. 
unspeakable auTHorrIry to his moral s8ystem\ 

CoLD was the philos#Bhy of Greece, for T rea- 
s80N ; it could only say— this do, and thow sbalt 
deserv? to be happy ;” the reward. was uncertain, and 
the duration of it was limited. Not the beat 1p 
of it dared to say, that there would be a futurg State, 


NmCcyY 


* Mitthew, vii. 12, + Romans, ii. 6, 


=o | 
They indulged the hope, as a pleasing imaginationy 
which was inzocent certainly, and which might poſsi- 
bly be true. What they hoped, Christ declared to be 
true ; and. the immortality of the soul was the foun- 
dation of all, which, he taught, and the sole occa- 
sion, why he suffered. © This do, and you: sball de- 
Serve to be bappy in this world,” said the best philos- 
ophy, which the ancient wise men taught ; this do, 
says Christ, 4 as one having authority,” and your glory 
and bleſsedness shall be xTERNAL. 

_ & ByT what avails the heavenly morality, or what 
the. divine doctrines of the Savior to. fal/en man? 
Blinded by the love, and weakened by the pracuce of | 

 $In, can it be hoped that he will d:scern the excellen, - 
cy of the gospel? or if he should, that he can attain 
a perſection in heart and carriage, such as it describes 
and requires ?”— Whoever thou art, that objectest, 


thou shalt find no zncons:stency in the gospel scheme z 
1ts parts are divinely proportioned,; no. end does. it 
propose 80 high, but that means are provided ade- 
quate tO it. Ars thou weak ? * My grace 1s Sufficient 
for thee,” * says the Savior ; © my Strength is made per- 


fect in weakness.” 

In a word; the gospel is the very dispensations 
which we need. We are eviLlty ; it offers an A= 
TONEMENT, We were in BARKNESS, TESPEciing 
our duties and the future world ; it brings us © into 


marvellous LticuTt” on these subjects, We are 
WEAK 3 


* II Corinthians xii. 9, To PavuL, 


[-: 1&3 


WEAK ; it offers us divine STRENGTH. f 
nothing, but our own. sinful negligence, shall 
the recovery of the image of Gad, and the; 


his face in righteousness and im being satasfied- wt 
likeness. * : 

Tr vs have been considered those primary! 
sential benefits of God. to man.; viz. existence, a no- 
ble body, and a nobler s0ul ;. and, as these were de- 
Spoiled of the divine image, the infinite bene tof the 
gospel, provided for its recovery, These arg bene=- 
fits, which in the midst of a multitude more particu- 
lar and more recent, we should not forget, as they are- 
of a magnitude and value, that will demand ay eternal 
thanksgiving. 

Lzr us now turn our thoughts to those 


own life. When the Creator had formed 
being, his kind providence took charge of itz 
succeeding day enlarged our capacity. of enj yment 
and the circle of divine b-nefits, His, unseFn- hand 
protected: the body in a thousand perils ; anjh; as the 
young $pirit grew, he opened the tender s: 3 uns 
> mind; 


the 


folded leaf by leaf the fair faculties of t 
and, by the miniatry of parents and others, 19 


'Þ 
M3 


«ball we forget these early, mercies. of Gall to: AEY 
especrally those offtis, who: behold. them erated the lit-. 


tle emblems of what we were once. ny. 
. Let 


* Palm xvii. TP 
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'Lzr vs recollect the divine benefits, as they in. 
ereased in multitude and greatness in advancing life. 
By what figure can we better represent them, than 
that of a stream perpetually flowing ; its fountain 1s 
God ; its origin is in infancy. As it runs with our - 


days, its current swells ; cach year, and month, and 
day pours in its tributary waters. The Joys of con- 
Jugal, parental, and filial love ; the sweets of friend- 
ship ; the corhforts of soctety ; the benefits of instruc- 
tion ; the delights of growing knowledge ; the pleas- 
ures of devotion, and the hopes of heaven ; these 
are 'some of the bleſsings, which flow in this divine 
stream ; but who can efumerate them all ? That 
these benefits are precious our own hearts attest, by 
their exceſsive fondness of them ; O that our gratz- 
tude might equal our fondneſs. 

H. Lzr us now pass to that class of bencſits, 
which shall occur from a review of the past year. 

UnDex this head also I can make only a small 
relection of such, as particularly concern my hearers 
and our common country. 

W x have had, allow me to ay, a plentiful har vest. 
It is true, for a time the bottles of heaven were stopped ; 
and our hopes from our. fields were, « as the groig 
up of the ghos:.” But our fears were 800n hushed ;. 
and there is now no apprehension that the «aff of fe 
will fail us. Our granaries are cheaply filled, if 
not ſtrom our own helds, yet from the inland farms 


of our brethren, And this dependence of one part . 
of 


[ 


vf the community upon another promotes | 


an int 


mate and affectionate intercourse, and confirms the 
civil union, We $hould gratefully ackn \ ledge, 
however, that our orchards have yielded an abun- 
dant plenty of the rarMaR's INNOCENT LYXUAY- 


wenk 


And let me remark that now PROVIDENCE | FY 


utary and generous $pirit of our own countr 
nounce * the liquid hre ofthe West- Indies.! 

SuAaLL we not acxnowledge also the blefing of 
health, among those of the current year ?: Our in- 
land towns have in this respect enjoyed a re 
ble smile of providence ; ; though the Metron 
the Union, and the capital of this and of iseveral 
States have interested our most painful sympathy 


rick have fled ; the foor and he, who had no 
remained from direful neceſsity. | 
pleasant hum of business, there has been " 
loud lamentation of death and hopeless diseas % 


from © the region and shadow of death.” 
ers of the house tremble ; the strong men bow ſh Fi : 
those, thet look out of the windows, are dark ; 

Hiters of 


doors are s$hut in the Streets, and all the day 
' Music 


( 46 ] 

miisic are brought low." *:—But faint is all descr rptron 
of such distress'; he alone can concerve justly of it, 
who has seen the cities of Philadelphia and New- 
York in the malignant heats of summer. © Ah, my 
heaters, kow grateful is the contrast of our case with 
theirs! One moment's reflection upon the contrast 
;hould melt us into thankful tears to that kind Be- 
ing, who has been © the health of our countenance.” 

Tr present sate of the Union 1s a $ubject of 
most grateful thanksgiving. This year opened with 
a FROWN 3 who could anticipate its events, but with 
fear and trembling ? The tempest, which had defac- 
ed and DEPARTMENTIZED $Ome of the finest and 
freest parts of Europe, seemed bending its angry 
course this way ; and; had the event justified the 
proud menace of -the Directory, it had long since 
burst upon our devoted coasts from Georgia to 
Maine, And these independent states, some had 
| been bargained away perhaps, like Venice, a colony to 
Germany ; and some, which is infinitely worse, had 
been made a department of France. But, bleſsed be 
God, instead of this conquered, piecemeal state of our 
country, behold the union more confirmed, than ev- 
er. Addreſses to the President from all parts re- 
mote and near pledge property, heart, and hand for 
tne defence of the country, constitution, and author- 
ties. So that the scheme, to © pivipe and coxn- 
QUER,” Which, after the example of the old Ro- 
mans, and with an ambition as unbounded and exe- 

crable. 


* Fcclesiagtes, xii. 3, 4+ 


Li 2872 | 
_ erabley as theirs, the Directory have aſsumet , when 
applied to us, we may; hope is visionary and || batm- 
Iess, | l 

Tz events of this year have raised the e| 
of the United States. TFheir prowess anal 


ulitary 


glory in [the revolutipnary war,” were loudh pro- 
claimed, But now those more rare and mbre estl- 


ft 


and 
nd in- 


mable civic virtues, national justice, mederats 9 


love of peace, guarded however by a dignified 
flexible firmness, which would sacrifice exigti ence as 
$00N, as eſsential rights, have been manifestel I to the 
world. Contrasted with these virtues, how | pitiful 
has appeared the avarictous, intriguing, hum ted pol- 
2cy of our enemies. The contrast has appearg d in all 
its colors in the instructions of the Pregidenty: and _ 
dispatches of the Commilſsioners. And 

For 8ucha Pxts1ivexnt $hall we forget his day 
to give - thanks ? God forbid, The prese period 
is the most eventful, which the civilized 'a j, moral 
world has ever seen. And Jjustly suited to. th cris1s 


Seems that peerless man in the chair of the | Union. 
He $cems to have been born and educated}among 
us to be our guardian genius, 1n\a moment ! tþ- en Sin- 


gular talents and virtues are needed. By,] 1s pro- 
found erudition in the science of politics, tk knew 
the rightwgof his country ; and by his intip 
Wh. 7. European courts and expe 1 ence of . 
the intrigues of Vermailles, he knew how | 9 amtici- 
pate and unmas\ the late designs of Franc MN; ndeed- 


twice, by his firmness and prudence, has hE tescued 
C us 


ate aG- 


[0] 

us from the double policy of that nation. He for=- 

merly saved our fishery, that inexhaustible fund of 

commerce and wealth to the United States, from the 

manceuvering of their artful and ungenerous minis« 

ter, Count Vergennes ; and now our mmdependence ts . 

self from the greedy hands of the apos/ute Bishop of 
Autun. 

Wu1tz we tevere, in the President, the incompar- 

- able statesman, there is another part of his character, 

Which is not less auspicious to the welfare of his coun- 

try ; I mean bis open faith and decided attachment to 

the Christtan religion. He became a profeſsor of it, 

- whilein the private walks of life ; and it now adds 

grace and lustre to his greatness. How much is it 

to be wished that his Christian faith and manners 

may have an influence upon high and low in socie- 

ty ; may serve to set the tide of public opinion more 

Strongly against infidelity"; and Jead to a univeraal 

reverence of the institutions of religion and a gener- 


"of 


al attendance upon them, 

Bvur this part of his great character is of political 
importance in another view. Upon the authority of 
a respectable writer * in Europe and of corrobora- 
tory testimonies; it is now generally believed, that 

the 


# Jonx Ronison, &. m, Profeſsor of natural philosophy, 
and Secretary of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. The work, 
here referred to, has been received wich extreme avidity both 
in Europe ard America. Jt was sent to the press not fifteen 
months gone, and it has received certainly four impreſsions, 

. and 


| 
BP 
l 
, 
; 
. 


. 


[ 9] 
the present day is unfolding a design wl 8t EX. 


TENSIVE, FLAGITIOUsS, and DIABOLICAL at hu- 
man art and ma/ice have ever invented, | 


and perhaps. more. It is founded upon docum which 
came into his hands partly by accident, L would r Fl r ſay, by 


a kind providence, and partly by his diligent reseant h s, when 


preparing the work ſor the public. It wy e infernal 
principles and some historical facts of the society « | amina- 
ti, founded by Dr. Adam Weishaupt, in 1976. [h + relation 
is such, as cannot fail to engage and astonish the x c er; and 
if one religious, expecially if a curroTIan sentiment F remain in 
his heart, the work will excite his indigoation and cep Ccon- 
cetn. Their leading principles, as summatrily exppessed by 


; 
il 
Gs 


Dr. Dwight, I extract from his sermon. 
« The being of a God was denied and ridiculed. 


acierted to be a cure, and authority a mere ururpation. | 


toil nciety 
on of prop- 
el OED 
were declared to be mthing more, than groundless aerdl - Adul- 
tery, aſraſrination, poizoning, and other crimes of” el Pen | 
nature, vere taught as lawful, and even as virtuous a q Ws.” 
IF these principles had been confined to their g 2WE bosoms, 
or had been discoursed in the lodges of Illaminati, f6 their a- 


musement only, it had been better. But action nd d enterprize 


0 


was declartd to beethe on! ly apoctasy of man. The poſh 
erty was pronmenced to be robbery. Chaitity and nah 


were far more the buxsiness of the society, than 1pech | hin ; and 
how well they have managed their daring scheme [ he moral 
and political revolutions of Europe lamentably wh itns | 2. 

Lesr any should discredit the buok from the no | ity and a- 
trocity of its matter, I will subjoin some collateral | kuthorities, 
which $et the Author, as to the authenticity of he  eſcential 
parts of his work, 1 i will hope, above $uspicion. 18 

Tas most considerable is that of the Abb> Bar x pel, whose 
gubject is the same with Robison's, These auth T are firm 

MOTT 7 "v9" 18 - ard 


87 - LR 
is rhe total destruction of all religion and cvil order, 
If accomplished, the carth can be nothing better than 
a sink of zmpurizcs;.a theatre of yiolence and mur- 


der, 
and unquestionable Supporters of each other. They wrote in 
countries far Separated, and entirely unknown to each other ; 
and were surprised each by the appearance of the other's work 
at the same moment. "They speak of each other with respect. 
The Profefsor, in the postscript, annexed to the second edition 
of his work, mentions—* Since the publication of this volume, 
I have seen a very remarkable work indeed on the same $subject, 
Memoires pour $ervir a {bistoire - du Facobinisme, par M. Þ Abbe 
Barruel. This avihor conyFIRMsS ALL THAT I HAYES SAID OF 
THE Enlightenerg—"* 

THrz Abbe, in a preliminary discourse, prefixed to his 3d. 
vol.'says of Robisor, © Iacknowledge with pleasure he must 
have poſgeſsed excellext memoirs, Without knowing each other, 
we have been ergaged for the 54ame objects and inthe 1ame caure,”F 
He then mentions some differences, which might be found in 
their respective books, which, however, involved po e/rential 
error, and aroſe merely from their having taken different ways 


to invesStigate the same Subject. 
Tzar $uch a conspiracy exists, and has had a prime agency 


in effecting the French revolution and in distracting the geve 
eral countries, which the French arms have overrun, seems a 
fact famittarly acknowledged of late in Europe, In proof of 
this I will insert a clause, extracted from a Speech of Loap 
DuXx8ay in the Irish house of Peers, since the time of the re- 
b*INion in that island. It appears from a preceding clause of 
his speech, {and it gives the greater force to the extract, which 
here follows,) that, not baving ** the mot distant conception 
of the secret views and machinations of those deluded people,” 
(the rebels) he had appeared an advocate for them, on a form» 


cr 
* Robison p. 291 NY, edir, 
+ See Dr, Morse's No. v1, in the Mercury of Aug. 2 zr, 1793, 


[jet J 
der, and a hell of migerics. Its origination 


Germany ; its hotbed now is Paris, Its nursing. 
thers are the French government ; Its apostle bl 


their 
er occasion. But now, ©* after a developement of facta W.; 
8ays—*& ] perfectly agree with the noble Earl that Fre e 
pripciples have been the ruin of the peace, pry 
happiness of the once industrious inhabitants of this county 
that the magic sounds of liberty and equality have effected m 


_ - 
Ji 's ; 


fore 


mischief in eyery country, where the French bave gain | hay an 
inherence, than their arms could ever have accompliahed; | 1 


is also certain that the minds of men have been for many 3 
in a deplorable state of progreſsive preparation for t 
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FaANCE, ITALY, and GERMANY were completely philezojpi "9 


{all 


miſsion and powerful operation of the mos? accursed princh 4 


by a et of deizts, atheiits, and premeditated GE 
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infernal demon of discord. By their eftorts the way was sme« T3 
ed ſor the destractive revolutian, that followed in rhose cyun- 
tries, But that such diabolical principles should have bn d 
D, 


moral and religious principles, under the denomination 6 


ILLUMINATI,a Set of philosophers,whose source of light 


their way TO THE PEACEFUL COTTAGES OF OUR [51.68 
would have remained a matter bf doubt and astonishment, h 
not this unnatural rebellion, and DEVELOPEMENT of vAC $ 
BY THE LATE TRIALS IN THIS CAPITAL, PROVED IT! 
YOND A DOUBT.* j 

Ie this note shonld induce any to peruse the work, the des 


of it will be answere!. Americans ought to read it. Foty as 
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he Professor's latin motto implies ; T hy houre rs in danger, 4 he 


thy Neighbor? $ 4&5 In flames. i — Nay, if we may credit Ro 


this impious fire iy already amoryy us, burniog in secret,and 
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* See the ! panel at length in Spr: vgtr”s Week!y Oracle cf Nov, 26, ' | 
Prictcd at N, London, Con, bo 


+ Nam tua r:3 agitur, paties cum proximus arget. 


[ 22 ] 
their generals and armies. Its first fruits have been 
een in France ; Christianity expelled ; its priest- 
hood seized and murdered, or hunted down in neu- 
tral countries and demanded of their hospitable pro- 
tectors at the peril of war and ruin.—-And now, 
WETIrCe QUT FIRST mag1strate an ILLUMINATUS,Aa CON- 
SPIRATOR IN LEAGUE WITH THE HORDZ IN EU- 
ROPE, THE GRAND MASTER OF THE DEMORALIZ» 
ERS IN AMERICA, how 800n might the American 
republic have been degraded to the deplorable tate 
of the French? But, when THE LOTS WERE 
CAST IN THE LAP, (it was a moment of dread- 
ful suspense,) juztly may we 5a), THE WHOLE 
DISPOSAL OF THEM WAS OF. THE 
LORD! Almighty God in giving us a curISTIAN 
President, has struck a blow to the interest of the 
Atheists in this country ; and may he further smile 
upon us, and purge this ungodly leaven from the 
government of the Union. 0 


THz 


ing only a fit time to burst out with fury, as it has done in En- 
rope. Socarly as 1786, he tells us, (page 159) there were sev- 
eral lodges of Illuminati in this country, They are yet in $e- 
cret ; and may the attachment of the citizens to their religious 
and civil liberties keep them $0 perpetually. May every lover 
of our country, at present $0 happy,.and s innocent, I may ay, 
compared with the elder world, support with one hand the ark 
of our conzstitution, and with the other the altars of God ; and 
thus prepared God grant we may suffer fewer mischiefs from 
the shocks of Illuminism, than we Lchold in Europe. 
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theirs arms ; wherever hose have corrupted, hop 


have conquered and enslaved. This fact is. now! 
well known in this country ; and the great majorith? 
of the people, being secure from the poison of thery 
principles by a just indignation, we have little to fear 
from their open wrath and power. | Against th 


the country is prepared. From a lethargy, inte 
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the United States, they have suddenly roused. 
martial spirit and pride of discipline have been 
vived in the militia ; and every battalion seems 
ulous to defend the country. The voice of unio 1 
' grows louder and louder, and love of country, i 
least attachment to the federal interest is fast incre ww” 

x 


ing, and we may hope will s0on either expel pariy 


schemes, or silence their authors and advocates., : 2 


Our infant navy also, lately growing in the fores| 2 
is now protecting our injured commerce and threa; 
ened coasts ; and securing to our peaceful flag a re} | 
pect, which too long, with impunity, has been refur- 
ed to it- he 

A CIRCUMSTANCE most auspicious to the coun! ry 
1s the perfect harmony of federal and state meagures 
and the perfect correspondence in wish and effgrt 
between the President and the first magistrates of 6 
individual governments. Thus are combined tie 
*several energies of the country, which place it inz 


position the most formidable to our enemies. 


EX 9K 


Bur the cxown of our military strength has not 
yet been mentioned. . Ah, what were our mingled &- 
motions of Joy, gratitude, and admiration, when in the 
darkest hour of this year, our beloved, our venera- 
ble, our magnanimous FRIEND again came forth 
from the shades of Mount: Vernon. The chair of 
the Union, more glorious, than the thrones of kings, 
had not a charm to detain him in public employment. 


But the cry of his country in alarm he has no power to 
resist, He denies to his aged limbs the needed couch 
of retirement,and prepares them to renew the hardships 
of the & tented field.” By this last step, though, 1n 
the calculation of the ambitious great, he has descend- 
ed from his standing, he has risen in honor; he has 


risen, if it were poſsible, in the affection of his coun. 
try, and in the estimation of the admiring world. Tt 
is a noble instance of patriotism, and one, which re- 
flects a new and almost equal lustre upon both char- 
acters, that his succeſsor in the chair should think to 
ofter, and that Washington $hould deign to accept a 
Subordinate office in the Union. | 
BenoLD them at the eat of government once 
more mingling counsels for the good of our coun- 
try ! May this rare example excite the emulous zeal 
and patriotism of their fellow-citizens throughout the 
United States. Then, while there $hall be such tal- 
ents and patriotism'in the country ; while ADAMS 
Shall be in the cabinet, and WASHINGTON in the 
feld, 


at the proud menace of no nation upon earth. 

Sucu are the present circumstances of our" cou 
try ; prepared for a safe peage or a succeſsful q 
abounding in wealth ; enjoying liberty with T F 
and RELIGION ; enjoying indeed all the civil eſs 
ings, which bounteous heaven can bestow Ms 
people ; bleſsings, which need not the contrast of [u- 
ropean countries to appear inestimable. There. the 
pillars of society are shaken ; the altars of God'zre 
overturned ; law and right are violated ; the wi ked 
rule, and. the people mourn. Let us pray for th my 
and give thanks to God, who maketh us to diffe; , 

Tavs in a cursory manner have been rai} to 
you some of the national and personal benefits, 
this day claim our lively recollection and, at 
But how small a portion of them has been told ? ©] 
us pursue the pleasing theme in private medita 
and cherish the memory of divine benefits. And let 
our gratitude ascend to God in the pure incense: of 
a holy life. We have indeed noble. exckomadiic 
fervent thanksgiving this day, while 80 many of;gur 
fellow sharers in divine goodness, in this and sizter 
states,® are now bending to ofter the same just and 
grateful tribute to God. May their offerings $s- 
cend as incense, and the liſting up of their hands and 
our's be acceptable. Let us come before himy not 
with thousands of rams, nor r2vers of oz ; but with: | S 
more grateful offering of «ur souls and bodues, a liging 

D $acrifieh; 


# Rhode. I;land and Connecticut, 


(a6 
sacrifice, Let us bind the 5acrifice, with cords to the 
horns of the altar.* 0 give thanks unto the Lord, for 
he is good, for has mercy endureth forever. BLzss 
THE LORDz © MY 80UL, AND FORGET NOT ALL 
HIS BENEFITS, 
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